
 
Flight Ops 29 – 27th May 2011 
Flight to Nikithemba - Robertson 

Pilot – Martin Lockyer 
Flight Submission by – Mike Ehrman 
 

 
This flight was aimed at 
delivering a further 100kgs of 
nutritional juice powder to 

Nikithemba and checking out the 
soup kitchen installation and 

equipment previously delivered to 
the Day Care centre. We had 
delivered a 2 burner gas cooker 

unit, pots, food preparation 
utensils as well as kettles, knives, 

forks, spoons and bowls. I 
wanted to see it in use and 
planned to arrive around lunch 

time to see the food being prepared 
and presented to the children as well as the play time session offered after lunch. 

 
The flight was scheduled for Tuesday or Wednesday the 24th and 25th of May to depart 
at 12 midday and be in time to have lunch at around 1:30. Well as things would have it 

both days were a no go, but Friday was the day to aim for and as it turned out was a 
great day for flying, from sun up to sunset. 

 

We arrived at the centre on schedule 
and became part of a lively bunch of 

children who arrived for lunch, a great 
looking and smelling meal of spaghetti 
and mince with cooked veggies was on 

offer. A surprise I was not expecting 
was the presentation of a heap of thank 

you letters and drawings done by the 
children, handed over with a speech and 
all by two of the children, WOW! 

Pam, Martin and Sonja at the aircraft with the chips sweets and 

juice in the foreground 
  

The previously delivered gas installation being used by a 
community mother and Pam, the food looks good too. 



The kitchen is installed, and 
although mobile it is well placed 

and handy when in use, I am 
happy with the set up and the 
children are well behaved and 

disciplined when having lunch and 
attending to playtime afterwards, 
the computers seem a favorite. My 

thanks go to the pilot, Martin, 
Flight Training College and our 

main sponsor Air BP, who have 
made this all possible.  
 

 
Martin is a pilot training at Flight 

Training College, hour building at the 
moment to complete his commercial pilots license, he has passed his commercial 
subjects and is in the process of completing his night rating and starting on the serious 

issue of his instrument rating. His aim is to fly for the UN or a smaller commercial 
operation in North Africa, doing just this, delivering aid into places that need it. 
Martin’s skills as a pilot were not hugely challenged on this outing, although he had not 

been to Robertson airfield before. But all the necessary flight plans were professionally 
handled and I was very comfortable being a passenger in the Cessna 172, on this our 

29th Flight Operation. 
 
Martin also involved himself by helping load and off-load the cargo of 25kg bags of 

fortified juice powder, he joined us at Nikithemba to observe the children having lunch 
and playing with the toys and games. Martin I am sure will be available for the next 

flight to a new organization in the 
region.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Mike Ehrman 
(Trustee) 

The computer terminal is a popular place after lunch 

Martin at the controls of the Cessna 172, a very 
proficient and relaxed pilot 

Here is a collage of a few of the 34 letters 
and cards handed over to me by the 

children of Nikithemba. 

 


